Early History

1881         
Bucyrus newspapers begin to editorialize in support of the construction of  

a water works system. City council initially rejects overtures from the Holly


Water Works Co. in June. 

June 1883
Representatives of the Michigan Pipe Co. of Bay City, Mich., conduct a 


survey of local needs and propose to construct a water works with attendant


distribution system, including 65 hydrants to be rented by the city for $65


each or a total of $3900. The Crawford County Forum states that the current 

fire levy (for the Bucyrus Fire Department and cistern upkeep) now runs


$4000.

July 1883
The Bucyrus Water Company is incorporated with a capital stock of 
$80,000. Incorporators include E. Blair E. B. Finley, James Malcolm, and


James Gormley.

July 1883
City council passes an ordinance to contract with the Bucyrus Water Co. for


the construction and maintenance of a water works. Pursuant to state law, 


the issue must be submitted to a vote of the citizenry. The election is 
scheduled for Monday, Aug. 6, 1883.

Aug 1883
The election results show that of 596 ballots cast, 583 were in favor. The


measure passes.

Aug 1883
The Bucyrus Water Works Co. holds a meeting of its directors at which the


following officers are elected: President, James Gormley; Secretary, John 


Eaton; Treasurer, G. P. Smith. The contract with the Michigan Pipe Co. is


accepted and 2 acres of land north of the Sandusky River near Lane Street


are purchased for the construction of the pumping station.

Sept 1883
Distribution pipes have begun to be laid outward from the site of the 


pumping station.

Mar 1884 
Construction of the water plant is completed, the building itself of brick with

granite floors in the boiler room. Two steam driven Walker pumps capable 
of delivering 2 MGD are installed. A well 20’ deep and 25’ in diameter 
which can supply 1 MGD is sunk on the Stoll property. This supply can be 
augmented with river water by turning a valve. 10 miles of distribution 
lines, constructed of wood and bound together with iron bands,

have already been laid and 76 fire hydrants installed. Water rates are 
established as follows: Dwellings of four rooms or less - $4 with each 
additional room - $1; hotels - $1.50 per room; bath houses, each tub - $5.

Dec 1884
Smith Bennett is chosen water works superintendent.

Jan 1887
Due to complaints of impure water, representatives of the Newark Filtering 
Co. of Newark, NJ, propose to install at their own expense the Hyatt Pure 
Water System, consisting of two large iron filters with a capacity of 650,000


gals. and containing 800 bushels of filtering media – sand and fine coke. 
Alum will be added to the filters for the purposes of coagulation and they 
can periodically be backwashed. It is boasted that “no germs or organic 
matter can possibly pass through them”. If the system, after testing, is 
accepted by the Water Co., the cost will be $8000.
Feb 1889
A ‘disastrous” fire destroys the Roehr Mill on Lane Street with a resultant 
loss of $22,000.

Mar 1889
A committee impaneled to investigate the fire lays the blame on the water 
works, citing insufficient pressure in the lines.

Mar 1890
The company responds by enlarging its facilities to accommodate larger 
pumps. The Gaskell Horizontal Engine with a maximum capacity of 2450 
gpm is now installed.

Mar 1899
An automatic pressure recording device, similar to its modern day 
counterpart, is installed in the basement of Hall’s store (Lewis and Deal 
Block) to monitor system - wide pressure.

1902 The Bucyrus Water Co. is sold at sheriff’s sale to the Bucyrus Development 


Company for $40,000.

Sept 1906
New filters by the Jackson Filter Co. of St .Louis are installed. The three


filters – 2 14’ in diameter and 1 24’, all 12’ high and made of cypress – 


have a capacity of I MGD which is half of the current daily demand.
